THIS "Proposal," which has not been included in the editions of
Swiffs Works issued by Scott, Faulkner, or Hawkeswortb, appeared
originally, but in a shorter form, in the " Tatler " (No. 220, September
4th, 1710). In this form the whole of the first portion, from the begin-
ning to the paragraph commencing "The Church thermometer," is
omitted, as are also the last paragraphs of the essay, including the
*' Advertisement." The text of the present reprint I have taken from
the "Miscellanies," vol. viii., 1745 (PP- 217-229). In all modern
editions of the "Tatler95 this paper is ascribed to Addison; but the
style and the subject are so characteristic of Swift that, although I am
not in a position to say definitely that it is by him, I think it deserves a
place in the form of an Appendix. The date of its appearance in the
" Tatler " is somewhat against Swift having written it, since he was at
that time on his way to London; and of the few contributions he sent
to the " Tatler " it is agreed by all editors that the first is the paper on
the same subject as the letter to the Lord High Treasurer, which
appeared in No. 230 (September 28th, 1710).
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